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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 



June 24, » 


dear Mr. Dell**: 

Upon my return to the office yesterday J 
reflected upon oar interesting conversation with 
reference to a proper home for the Divieion of 
Geography. I can w#U understand you? problem 
of finding appropriate epac* and facilities for the 
Divieion, and in that connection I have discussed 
with my aeeociatee her* the possibility of aeeieting 
you by permitting the Divieion to etay in the build- 
ing here until you can make the necemry arrange- 
ment* in your own build’Ogs. 

1 a an pleased to report that we will glad 
to have the Divieion of Geography remain h«Te for 
e reasonable period while you solve this problem. 

Sincerely yours, 

« V . 

Feli* C. Wormser 

Assistant Secretary 

Honorable Alien W, Dulles 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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Names with Vrv4t. staff ac^mtance that Sub cosed ttee needs. He 
«leo would jrnii* the very X.adtei fanil«tl*a needed for the Board 
as a wcole a» c.. < *ivihgui.£hed from its sutecuvi. ttea . 

Under legs elation (6l ;»*•£} the Board . eul\ieet 

to the approval of ii»: S*fr*taxy of the Inter I??, has the A*ly :i 
formulating principles, policies ocwhivo* to be followed for 

domestic and foreign name*, and tor t*?e standard *cd 

their orthography for official use. i&s ,yuv*<* ry has tie mi.., zf 
providing assistance to the Board and promulgating the n*T» c.' . ,r 5 r.> 
of the Board. 

Ab to the proamlgatlon of Board decisions there is little 
reason why the Secretary of the Interior should retain such a responsi- 
bility with respect to foreign names. The ease applies to approving 
principles, policies and procedures formulated hjr the Board with 
respect to foreign geographic names.. This Department does not have 
any specie! interest with this aspect of geographic name work. 
Accordingly, it is suggested that the Central Intelligence Agency 
arrange to produce whatever gasetteere of foreign names that it and 
its clients need, and that it render staff assistance to the Board's 
Subcommittee on Foreign flames. 

If you agree with -the foregoing proposal, effect can be given 
to such agreement by ycur signing and returning this letter to me. It 
is understood, of course, that certain administrative arrangement 6 would 
have to be made, particularly with respect to personnel to be trans- 
ferred to your Agency from the Office of Geography. Administrative 
Assistant Secretary Beasley of the Department would cooperate with 
members of your staff on completing these arrangement 3 . 

Sincerely yours, 


Assistant Secretary of the Interior 


I concur: 


Director, Central Intelligence Agency 


Hon. AlJ^n W. Dulles 
Director 
Central Intelligence Agency 
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Existing Situation Respectli 


Haas Work of Office of 0«Pi 


Legislation : 


61 Stat. U56 (19^7) established Board on Geographic Sa 
and directed the Secretary, conjointly with the Board, 
to work for uniformity In geographic nomenclature and 
orthography • 


The Board: 


lepresentatives of the following Dqpartmsnts: State, 

Air Force, Bavy, Amy, Fo.t Office, Agriculture, Comerce, 
and Interior; also, Central Intelligence Agency, Library 
of Congress, and Government Printing Office. 


Functions : 


(a) The Board. Subject to the approval of the Secretary, 
the Board on Geographic lamee .hell formlate principlae 
policy and procedures to be followed for do meet io end 
foreign name* and their orthography for official use. 

(b) The Secretary . Be ahall provide for euch researches 
mfl A *taff a* the Board need* to perform ite function*) 
keep necessary records, provide physical facilities far 
the Board; be shall proanlgate the name decisions of the 

Board. 


Funds: 


Staff: 


Activities: 


(a) For domestic name work. Sons since fiscal year 1951* 
(See Table A) 

(b) For foreign name work. (See Table B.) 

Approximately 80 persons, virtually all of * 10 * are engaged 
in preparing gazetteers of foreign geographic names for 
the CIA and its client agencies. 

(a) Domestic name work. Decisions on comparatively few 
disputed name cases. Bo appropriation. Inability to 
obtain any appropriations for Office of Geography negates 
previsions of the law directing standardisation of 
domestic names. Domestic map ^king agencies conduct 
geographic name function themselves es an Incident to 
wmv making, submitting only names known to be in dispute 
for adjudication. Hew quadrangle maps are published each 
year containing thousands of names without benefit of eon- 
eideration by the Board on Geographic Bsmes or of the 

Office . 
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giBCiul 

1947 ' 
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19U9 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 , 

1956 
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1*56,000 
402,500 
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